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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and vwll expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornnal nnatters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-10 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1 ,2,4&8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 

Mimura et al (US 5,963,704). 

Regarding claim 1, Mimura et al disclose a recording medium such as an optical 
disk for recording data corresponding to different objects, different types of compressed 
dynamic images and voice data, including an apparatus for recording/reproducing data 
to and from the recording medium, a method for reproducing the data from the 



recording, comprising: 
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a) a memory (see Fig.1 and disk 10; col.8, line 63 to col.9, line 24) for storing a 
plurality of setting parameters respectively associated with predetermined kinds of data 
contents (see col. 16, lines 40-67; col. 17, lines 4-17; col.22, line 51 to col.23, line 10; 
and col.23, lines 15-28), wherein the parameters include end address of the video 
manager menu language units, number of pieces of the VMGM program chain 
information, end address of the video title set menu language units, start address of the 
associated video title set menu language unit; 

b) a discriminator (identifier) for discriminating the data contents stored in the 
recording medium (see cell identifier, VOB identifier, video title set identifier; col. 13, 
lines 29-38; col.18 lines 23-35, and col.22, lines 18-30); 

c) a parameter selector for selecting at least one of the setting parameters stored 
in the memory and associated with the discriminated data contents (see CPU section 
50; col.36, lines 40-52; col.37, lines 6-17); 

d) a content selector for selecting at least one of the data contents stored in the 
recording medium based on the selected setting parameter contents (see CPU section 
50; col.36, lines 40-52; col.37, lines 6-17); and 

e) a plurality of selectable data contents which are related to an identical 
reproduction time of the reproduced content (seecol.13, line 57 to col.14, line 5 for 
playtime of VOBU and col.20, lines 38-55 for playtime of a PGC). 
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Regarding claim 2, Mimura et al disclose wherein the discriminator discriminates 
the data contents in the recording medium based on discrimination information recorded 
on the recording medium (see coL43, line 60 to col.44, line 13). 

Regarding claim 4, Mimura et al disclose wherein the discriminator discriminates 
the data contents stored in the recording medium by analyzing setting data recorded in 
the recording medium (see col.43, line 60 to col.44, line 13). 

Regarding claim 8, Mimura et al disclose wherein the parameter selector automatically selects a 
predetermined setting parameter when no parameter setting associated with the discriminated data contents is 
stored in the memory (see col. 50, lines 1-17), 

Regarding claim 9, the claimed limitations of claim 9 are accommodated in the discussions of claim 1 
above, including the claimed reproducing function. 

Regarding claim 10, the claimed limitations of claim 10 are accommodated in the discussions of claim 

8 above. 

Regarding claims 1 1&12, Mimura et al disclose wherein the plurality of setting parameters are 
associated with at least two of voice, subtitle, dubbed audio, PCM data, and MPEG video (see col.37, lines 57- 
65; col.38, lines 14-20; and col.33, lines 15-34). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3,5,6&7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Mimura et al in view of Kikuchi et al (US 6,577,812). 

Regarding claim 3, Mimura et al fail to explicitly disclose wherein the 
discriminator information is the BCA data. Kikuchi et al teaches a digital information 
recording/playback system using a digital information recording medium having a limited 
storage amount, comprising a 2048 byte physical format information, wherein the sixth 
byte position "16" describes a burst cutting area (BCA) descriptor, the BCA is applied as 
an option to a DVD-ROM disc alone, and is an area for storing recorded information 
upon completion of the disc manufacturing process, (see Fig.6, col. 12, lines 57-61). It 
would have been obvious to modify Mimura et al by realizing Mimura et al with BCA 
data, as taught by Kikuchi, since the BCA is applied as an option to a DVD-ROM disc 
alone, and is an area for storing recorded information upon completion of the disc 
manufacturing process. 

Regarding claim 5, Kikuchi teaches wherein the setting data is data indicating a 
total reproduction time of stored data (see col.25, lines 35-43). 

Regarding claim 6, Kikuchi teaches wherein the setting data is data indicating a 
total number of chapter of stored data (see col.63, lines 20-29). 
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Regarding claim 7, Kikuchi teaches wherein the data contents stored in the 
recording medium include plural kinds of dubbed audio data and subtitles (sub-picture) 
of the reproduced content (see Fig.9; col.17, line 60 to col. 18, line 10), and wherein the 
content selector includes an audio decoder for decoding one of the dubbed audio data 
and a sub-picture decoder for decoding one of the subtitles data in accordance with the 
selected setting parameter, respectively (see Fig.26; col.29, lines 44-64). 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher O. Onuaku whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-7555. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Faile can be reached on 703-305-4380. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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